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This guide will help you unpack and organize your materials, access 
additional resources, and prepare to teach Number Corner.

Note: If you have the full Bridges in Mathematics program (4 boxes), please 
see the Bridges Quick Start Guide included with your Bridges materials.

What’s in the boxes

The Number Corner classroom kit comes packed in two boxes, one for 
printed materials and Teachers Guides and another for math manipulatives 
and pocket charts. Each box has a package contents sheet you can use to 
check off items as you unpack. 

What you’ll need

There are many ways to organize your materials. Begin with the 
recommendations here, and refine your system throughout the school year 
to better meet the unique circumstances of your classroom. 

You’ll want to have the following materials on hand:

	❚ Box or drawer for display materials (calendar markers, pocket charts, and 
display cards)

	❚ Box or tub to hold zip-top bags of coins, dice, game markers, card decks, 
and spinner overlays 

	❚ Tubs for your pattern blocks* and Unifix cubes*

* Required but not included in kit (RNI). A complete list of classroom materials is available at the Bridges Educator Site.

Grade 1 Quick Start Guide
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1	 Calendar markers
2	 Display cards
3	 Calendar display 
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Printed Number Corner Components
You’ll need access to these materials throughout the year. Keep them in their labeled bags 
and store them where you can easily retrieve them when needed.

Box 1  Number Corner printed materials
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Grade 1 – Volume 2
Teachers Guide

Word Resource Cards
You’ll use these cards to enhance your students’ math 
vocabulary development in context throughout the year. 
Use the alphabetical tabs to sort the cards, and store the 
box of cards in your bookcase or cabinet.

Kit materials may differ from those shown.

Teachers Guides
The Number Corner Teachers Guides are divided into three 
volumes, each of which contains three months of instruction 
with copies of print originals and student book pages. Tabbed 
dividers are included for each volume.

4	 Number Path cards and covers
5	 Work mats
6	 Number Corner display charts
7	 10-Frame Dot cards

8	 Hour/half-hour display cards
9	 Spinners



Number Corner Third Edition Grade 1	  � © The Math Learning Center  3 1

1
2

3

4

5 6
7

8

9 10

1	 Calendar Collector 
pocket chart

2	 Calendar Grid 
pocket chart

3	 Magic Wall
4	 Adding machine tape

5	 Geoblocks
6	 Number Path 

pocket chart
7	 Craft sticks
8	 Geoboards and 

geobands

9	 Mystery container
10	 Plastic coins 
11	 Magnetic tiles
12	 Dice
13	 Spinner overlay

11 12 13

Box 2  Number Corner manipulatives

Number Corner Box 2 contains math manipulatives and pocket charts.

	❚ Store the plastic coins, spinner overlay, dice, and geoblocks in a small tub or box.

	❚ Store the geoboards, craft sticks, adding machine tape, and mystery container with 
your classroom supplies.

	❚ Post the three pocket charts in your Number Corner display area.

	❚ Post the Magic Wall in your Number Corner area and store the magnetic tiles nearby.
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Take some time to assemble your Teachers Guides. 
Place each volume of Number Corner in the appropriate 
three-ring binder, and insert the tabbed dividers in the 
appropriate locations. 

Set aside some time to read the Program Introduction. 
This grade-level overview, located at the beginning of 
Volume 1, introduces the components and structure of 
the program.

Preview September Number Corner

Visit teach.mathlearningcenter.org 
The Bridges Educator Site is your source for downloadable files for printing, interactive 
display materials you can use with a computer and projector or whiteboard, 
implementation and preparation guidance, and other resources you can use to support 
and extend your instruction. 

Access to the site is included with the purchase of a Number Corner kit. Your school or 
district account administrator can provide you with registration information. If you need 
more assistance getting started, contact teach-support@mathlearningcenter.org.

Introducing Grade 1

Number Corner
Welcome to Number Corner!
Number Corner is a program of skills practice and repeated encounters with broad math-
ematical concepts. Number Corner features daily 20-minute workouts that introduce, 
reinforce, and extend skills and concepts related to each grade level. Number Corner is 
an essential component of the Bridges in Mathematics curriculum, but it can be used to 
complement any K–5 program, providing students and teachers with opportunities to apply 
skills in new settings and intriguing contexts.

Guiding Principles
Number Corner is grounded in � e Math Learning Center’s principles and beliefs about 
teaching and learning.

We believe … 
• Mathematics is an enjoyable human endeavor through which we make sense of our world.
• Learning mathematics is simultaneously an individual and a social activity.
• It is through interactions with tasks, tools, and others that students make sense of 

mathematical concepts.
• Every student is capable of doing and making sense of mathematics.
• Deep mathematical understanding is empowering.

Number Corner teachers … 
• Incorporate e� ective and equitable teaching practices into their daily instruction.
• Create a safe learning environment in which students are responsible for their own learning.
• Promote discourse, draw out student thinking, and embed assessment in their instruc-

tion through deliberate noticing and purposeful questioning.
• Honor and build upon children’s prior experiences with mathematics, both in and out of 

the classroom.
• Create a visually rich mathematics classroom with the Number Corner display, anchor 

charts, and artifacts of students’ learning.

Number Corner students … 
• Develop competence and con� dence as learners and doers of mathematics.
• Solve problems using manipulatives and visual models.
• Look for patterns, make and test conjectures, and develop mathematical generalizations.
• Share their discoveries, strategies, observations, and solutions with the classroom community.
• Talk and move around the classroom as they actively engage in learning.

Number Corner administrators … 
• Ensure 20 minutes each day for Number Corner.
• Designate prep time and resources, especially in the � rst year, for professional learning 

and collaboration. 
• Allocate funds for required items not included as well as for copying needs.
• Support teachers in using the instructional materials in ways that are responsive to their 

students’ strengths and needs.
• Recognize that deep learning takes place over time in lively classrooms that provide 

varied experiences with mathematical concepts. 
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Check out the September Daily Planner 
and Sample Display. These introductory 
materials with each month of Number 
Corner will help you prepare your schedule 
and materials ahead of time.

Next, read the Workouts section for 
information about the math content in 
this month’s activities, an overview of the 
Calendar Grid pattern, and more details 
about materials preparation.
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   September Daily Planner
Day Page Date Activities Updates

Day 1 25
26
28

Calendar Grid  Introducing the Calendar Grid & Date Chart
Calendar Collector  Introducing the Calendar Collector
Days in School  Introducing the Days in School Chart

Day 2 29
32

Calendar Grid  Starting Collections of Tallies, Sticks & Tiles
Number Path  Introducing the Number Path Pocket Chart

CC, DS

Day 3 33
27

Calendar Grid  Starting Collections of Tallies, Sticks & Tiles
Number Path  Counting Forward & Backward Within 9

CC, DS

Day 4 35
29

Calendar Grid  Starting Collections of Tallies, Sticks & Tiles
Number Path  Counting Forward & Backward Within 9

CC, DS

Day 5 37 Calendar Collector  Looking at the Weekly Collection Total CG, DS

Day 6 39 Calendar Grid  Introducing the Calendar Grid Observations Chart CC, DS

Day 7 41 Computational Fluency  Matching Double 10-Frames & 
Combination Cards

CG, CC, DS

Day 8 43
38

Days in School  Finding 5
Number Path  Counting Forward & Backward Within 9

CG, CC

Day 9 45 Calendar Grid  Ten & Some More CC, DS

Day 10 47
42

Calendar Collector  Looking at the Weekly Collection Total
Number Path  Introducing Decade Day

CG, DS

Day 11 51
46

Days in School  Finding the Two 5s in 10
Number Path  Counting Forward & Backward Within 19

CG, CC

Day 12 53 Computational Fluency  Ten & More Match Game  CG, CC, DS

Day 13 55 Computational Fluency  Writing Ten & More Equations CG, CC, DS

Day 14 53 Number Path  Choral Counting from 1 to 19 CG, CC, DS

Day 15 55 Calendar Collector  Looking at the Weekly Collection Total CG, DS

Day 16 61 Calendar Collector  Ordering the Three Collections CG, DS

Day 17 63
64

Days in School  Introducing Writing Equations for the Days in School
Computational Fluency  Completing the Ten & More Dots Page

CG

Day 18 65 Calendar Collector  Estimating & Counting the Month’s Total Collection CG, DS

Day 19 69 Calendar Grid  Playing Ten & More Bingo DS

Day 20 67 Number Path  Celebrating the Second Decade Day CG, DS

Updates  
On days when Calendar Grid, Calendar Collector, and Days in School are not a featured workout, the class will update them 
together. Summaries of the updates appear below; see the Update Routines section for details. 

Calendar Grid  Share predictions about and post the day’s marker, say and write the date, update models, and update the 
Calendar Grid Observations chart (after Day 6).

Calendar Collector  Spin the spinner and add coins to the graph. Clear the graph and pocket chart at the beginning of each 
week.

Days in School  Mark an X on the Days in School 100-Frame, then count and record the number of days.
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September

Workouts Number Corner September
 Workouts
Overview
The workouts in the � rst month of school focus on counting and recognizing numbers 
from 0 to 30, with a special emphasis on understanding that teen numbers are made of 1 
ten and some more. Students use a wide variety of models this month that will help them 
work in groups of 2, 5, and 10. Students review the concept of unitizing; that is, thinking 
of 10 items as a single unit called a ten.

Copies & Display

 ■ Visit the Bridges Educator Site to review the Interactive Display Materials for this 
month of Number Corner. Decide whether you will use digital materials for display 
or copies of print originals and student book pages. Make copies as needed.

 ■ If students do not have Number Corner Student Books, run a class set of pages 1–5.

 ■ Additional resources, including printable sets of key questions for each September 
workout, are available on the Bridges Educator Site.

Teaching Tips
Plan to spend more time on the Number Corner workouts this month as you establish 
procedures that ensure Number Corner runs smoothly. Share expectations for moving 
between work spaces and the Number Corner discussion area, picking up and putting 
away material, and responding to one another’s thinking respectfully.

There are 20 days of Number Corner activities in September, but you may have more or 
fewer teaching days. Before you get started this month, look ahead and plan how you 
might shift the order you teach some workouts or activities. 

On your Daily Planner
 • Schedule Calendar Collector Days 5, 10, and 15 for the last school day of the week so 

you can count the collection at the end of a week. Looking at the Weekly Collection 
Total on the last school day of the week helps students develop an understanding of 
the calendar structure (i.e., months are made of weeks; weeks have a beginning and an 
end; school weeks are separated by weekends). Consider combining two partial weeks 
into one week if the need arises. 

 • Schedule Number Path Day 10 and Day 20 for the 10th and 20th days in school, if pos-
sible, as both of these celebrate Decade Days. 

 • Note that you might want to split the workouts for Day 10 to ensure that the Calendar 
Collector workout is scheduled on the last day of the week and the Number Path 
workout is scheduled on the 10th day in school. 

Other Considerations
 • First graders enjoy discovering patterns in the Calendar Grid workout. Allow time for 

students to discover the patterns as the month progresses. 

 • When introducing the Days in School routine, refer to the 100-frame as the Days in 
School chart, rather than 100-frame chart. Much of the fascination students have 
with this workout during the � rst couple of months is in trying to determine the total 
number of squares in the frame. 
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 September Sample Display 
Of the items shown below, some are ready-made and included in your kit; you’ll prepare others from classroom materials and the included print originals. Refer to the Preparation section in each workout for details 

about preparing the items shown. The display layout shown � ts on a 10’ × 4’ bulletin board or on two 6’ × 4’ bulletin boards. A Number Corner header may be made from precut or handmade letters.

Number Path 
Pocket Chart
Extra red and blue 

covers can be kept in 
a ziptop bag pinned 

to the board.

Classroom 
Number Line

By the end of the year, 
you will have 16 or 17 
strips. Plan space for 
the line to continue 
and, if possible, be 

placed where students 
can interact with it.

Date Chart, Days in School Chart 
& 100-Frame

The frame measures approximately 10” wide by 
12” tall including the header and is constructed 

from copies of two print originals. The charts 
are included in the Number Corner kit. 

Calendar Grid 
Observations Chart

A piece of 24" × 36" chart 
paper works well. 

Calendar Collector Pocket Chart 
& Data Collection Graph

Assemble the graph from copies of the 
included print originals, the included title cards, 

and a sentence strip for a heading. Pin up a 
few plastic bags beside the graph to hold extra 
pieces. See the Preparation section for details. 

You’ll use similar elements for Calendar 
Collector displays in October and January.

Calendar Grid 
Pocket Chart

Remember to consult 
a calendar for the 
starting day of the 

month and year. 
Include the label for 
the year at the top of 

the chart.
Magic Wall &
Magnetic Tile

Post the Magic Wall near the Calendar Grid display. 
Keep the blue and red magnetic tiles nearby.

Word Resource Cards
Post these during Calendar Collector Day 5: 

Looking at the Weekly Collection Total.

Preparing to teach

https://teach.mathlearningcenter.org

